Tooth stabilization and splinting before and after periodontal therapy with fixed partial dentures.
The design and use of fixed partial dentures as a definitive restoration to stabilize and splint teeth have been reviewed. The provisionalization of the splinted patient has been described as it is incorporated into the treatment plan of patients with a weakened periodontium. The current controversy of incorporating implants in the patient requiring splinting was discussed, and recommendations are made. Dentists are encouraged to explain all potential ramifications of splinting with fixed partial dentures, including cost, frequency of office visits, and potential alterations or remakes of the prosthesis should physiologic demands surpass the capabilities of the remaining teeth.